Statistics 6250
Introduction to SAS in a UNIX/Linux environment

Today we will try logging into a UNIX/Linux server, create a SAS program, and then run SAS in BATCH mode on the server.

In class you will be provided with the information about your UNIX account and the list of UNIX servers you can log into.

We will use a software package called Putty to log into the UNIX server.  This software connects using ssh.  The ssh connection is a secure log in that you can use on campus and off campus.

Putty can be downloaded from the class website under Software.  And it should be available on the computers in the lab.  It looks like this
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We will enter the server name and make sure that SSH is selected.  For example, enter ss140s06.sci.csueastbay.edu and click Open.
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You will get login 
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Type you login and then you will be prompted for you password.  Enter your password and you will be logged in.
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Once you are logged in you can try a few UNIX commands.  Try these

1. ls   
This command list the files in your account

2. who 
This command will list who is logged in currently

3. date
command for the current time and date

UNIX is often run from a command line, so you should learn the basic commands to create directories and how to create and delete files.

1. mkdir 
command to make a directory, try mkdir Firstdir, then ls.

2. rmdir  
command to remove a directory

3. cd
command to change into a directory, try cd Firstdir, then try cd .. to go back

Once you have created a directory, cd into the directory and open your first .sas program.  We will use a simple UNIX text editor called nano.  To open you first .sas program, type 

1. nano firstprog.sas

2. Ctrl X 
To exit the editor

3. Crtl O 
To save you typing.
You will see
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Now you can type in your program.

We will type in the program means01.sas from the Handouts from Week 7.  Or we can copy it and paste it into the editor.  Note in UNIX the Ctrl V for past is to click both keys on the mouse at the same time.  Give it a try and save and exit the program, Crtl X.

Now you can run ls to see that your program has been saved.  Also try 

1. cat
command to show what is in a file, cat firstprog.sas


Now run the SAS program using the BATCH command in UNIX.

1. sas
command to run a sas program, try sas firstprog.sas

This will run the program and save a .lst (the output file) and a .log file.  Try ls to see them.
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Open the .lst and .log files.

nano firstprog.lst

nano firstprog.log

What went wrong running this program?

To log out of the sever, type

1. logout

Note that on the account information page you have received there are instructions to change the given password.  This is a good idea, but remember to remember your password.  

