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Running gretl interactively and using a command script
Gretl can be run using commands and command scripts.
To run the sample command script for data2-1.

File > Open command file > practice file > Ramanathan…

Select ps2-1 frequency distributions SAT scores

Click Open

This will open a gretl script window.  

To run the script

File > Run

Computer Output: Note that comments are in (* comment *)
(* PS2.1 using DATA2-1, illustrating frequency distributions, Section 2.1 *)

Listing 3 variables:

  0) const       1) vsat        2) msat      

? help freq

Usage:          freq varname (or varno) 

Prints the frequency distribution for varname or varno; the results of a

Chi-square test for normality are also reported.  The statistic for

the latter is

  sample_size * [skewness^2/6 + (kurtosis - 3.0)^2/24.0] 

It has 2 degrees of freedom.

In interactive mode a gnuplot graph of the distribution is generated.

(* Because SHAZAM and gretl have different command structures, the outputs

don't correspond exactly *)

? freq vsat

Frequency distribution for vsat, obs 1-427

number of bins = 12, mean = 501.803, sd = 91.314

       interval          midpt      frequency

          <  205        203           1  

       205 - 251        228           1  

       251 - 296        274           8  

       296 - 342        319          14  *

       342 - 388        365          18  *

       388 - 433        410          49  ****

       433 - 479        456          62  *****

       479 - 525        502          96  ********

       525 - 570        547          93  *******

       570 - 616        593          36  ***

       616 - 662        639          37  ***

          >= 662        681          12  *

Test for null hypothesis of normal distribution:

Chi-squared(2) = 8.102 with pvalue 0.01740

? freq msat

Frequency distribution for msat, obs 1-427

number of bins = 10, mean = 566.323, sd = 93.119

       interval          midpt      frequency

          <  357        343           5  

       357 - 403        380          17  *

       403 - 450        427          31  **

       450 - 496        473          38  ***

       496 - 543        520          85  *******

       543 - 590        566          52  ****

       590 - 636        613          90  *******

       636 - 683        659          72  ******

       683 - 729        706          24  **

          >= 729        750          13  *

Test for null hypothesis of normal distribution:

Chi-squared(2) = 9.191 with pvalue 0.01010

To run gretl from a command line.

File > Gretl console

With data2-1 open in the console window type the following commands

? freq 1

? freq 2

To write your own script and run it.

File > New command file > regular script

Type the following commands into the script window.

freq 1
freq 2

corr

ols 1 2

A useful function in gretl is the history window. 
Session > Command log

From this window you can see all of the commands run by gretl when you use the point-and-click menu items.  This is useful if you are interested in writing gretl scripts.

One last thing that is useful in gretl is the icon view.  This opens a window that contains an icon for many of the things you have produced during you gretl session.

Session > Icon view.

And finally it is useful to use the help files in gretl.  There is a menu item on the right of the program that lists many items you might be interested in getting help on.
For example, to find the help on ols.

Help > Estimation > Ordinary Least Squares

To end gretl

File > exit
